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A	
  London	
  fertility	
  clinic	
  has	
  settled	
  a	
  claim	
  over	
  a	
  4-­‐year-­‐old	
  girl	
  who	
  was	
  born	
  with	
  a	
  genetic
defect	
  after	
  a	
  mix-­‐up	
  in	
  the	
  sperm	
  used	
  in	
  her	
  conception.

In	
  2009,	
  the	
  girl's	
  mother,	
  ARL,	
  underwent	
  IVF	
  at	
  the	
  London	
  Women's	
  Clinic	
  using	
  donated
sperm	
  and	
  gave	
  birth	
  to	
  a	
  girl	
  in	
  October	
  of	
  that	
  year.	
  During	
  her	
  pregnancy,	
  the	
  woman	
  was
told	
  that	
  a	
  scan	
  had	
  showed	
  a	
  rare	
  genetic	
  defect	
  in	
  the	
  fetus,	
  which	
  she	
  later	
  claimed	
  was	
  due
to	
  a	
  mix-­‐up	
  of	
  the	
  sperm	
  being	
  used.	
  The	
  woman's	
  solicitors	
  said	
  that	
  clinic	
  had	
  used	
  sperm
during	
  the	
  IVF	
  treatment	
  that	
  had	
  been	
  initially	
  screened	
  and	
  noted	
  to	
  be	
  abnormal,	
  but	
  was
labelled	
  as	
  normal.

The	
  genetic	
  defect,	
  called	
  balanced	
  reciprocal	
  chromosomal	
  translocation,	
  is	
  rare	
  and	
  leads	
  to	
  a
higher	
  chance	
  of	
  a	
  miscarriage	
  and	
  of	
  giving	
  birth	
  to	
  a	
  disabled	
  child.	
  When	
  choosing	
  to	
  start	
  a
family	
  of	
  her	
  own,	
  ARL's	
  daughter	
  will	
  most	
  likely	
  be	
  require	
  to	
  undergo	
  IVF	
  and	
  the	
  use	
  of
assisted	
  reproductive	
  technologies	
  to	
  screen	
  out	
  the	
  abnormalities.

Nico	
  Fabri,	
  solicitors	
  for	
  the	
  London	
  Women's	
  Clinic,	
  admitted	
  to	
  a	
  breach	
  in	
  duty	
  and	
  apologised
to	
  ARL.	
  An	
  undisclosed	
  out-­‐of-­‐court	
  settlement	
  was	
  reached	
  between	
  the	
  clinic	
  and	
  ARL,	
  which
was	
  approved	
  by	
  a	
  judge	
  in	
  the	
  London	
  High	
  Court.	
  The	
  settlement	
  is	
  to	
  help	
  compensate	
  ARL's
daughter	
  for	
  the	
  fertility	
  challenges	
  she	
  will	
  face	
  in	
  her	
  future,	
  her	
  solicitors	
  said.

Speaking	
  after	
  the	
  settlement,	
  ARL	
  said:	
  'Choosing	
  to	
  undergo	
  IVF	
  with	
  an	
  anonymous	
  sperm
donor	
  was	
  not	
  a	
  decision	
  I	
  made	
  lightly,	
  but	
  I	
  believed	
  the	
  London	
  Women's	
  Clinic	
  was	
  one	
  of	
  the
leading	
  fertility	
  centres	
  in	
  the	
  country	
  and	
  I	
  spent	
  £30,000	
  with	
  the	
  clinic	
  expecting	
  a	
  high-­‐level
service'.

'I'm	
  left	
  worrying	
  about	
  what	
  the	
  future	
  holds	
  for	
  my	
  daughter	
  and	
  the	
  problems	
  she	
  may	
  face	
  in
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later	
  life.	
  Every	
  parent	
  wishes	
  the	
  best	
  for	
  their	
  child	
  but	
  knowing	
  that	
  she	
  may	
  face	
  such

heartache	
  and	
  agonising	
  decisions	
  is	
  incredibly	
  difficult	
  to	
  live	
  with	
  and	
  the	
  source	
  of	
  much

anguish',	
  she	
  added.

Matthew	
  Waite,	
  of	
  law	
  firm	
  Irwin	
  Mitchell	
  and	
  who	
  acted	
  for	
  the	
  woman,	
  said:	
  'This	
  is	
  a

shocking	
  case	
  that	
  begs	
  the	
  questions,	
  how	
  on	
  earth	
  was	
  it	
  possible	
  for	
  this	
  mix-­‐up	
  to	
  happen	
  and

could	
  it	
  have	
  happened	
  more	
  than	
  once'?

'Whilst	
  we	
  welcome	
  the	
  settlement	
  from	
  the	
  clinic,	
  we	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  know	
  what	
  systems	
  failed	
  to

allow	
  the	
  mix-­‐up	
  to	
  happen	
  –	
  why	
  was	
  the	
  abnormal	
  donor	
  sperm	
  not	
  destroyed,	
  could	
  it	
  have

happened	
  more	
  than	
  once	
  and	
  what	
  action	
  has	
  been	
  taken	
  to	
  ensure	
  the	
  same	
  mistake	
  can

never	
  be	
  made	
  again?',	
  the	
  statement	
  said.
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Australian	
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  clinic	
  ordered	
  to	
  pay	
  damages	
  in	
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  for	
  unusable	
  sperm
06  January  2014  -­  by  Antony  Blackburn-­Starza  

The	
  High	
  Court	
  of	
  Australia	
  has	
  awarded	
  damages	
  under	
  contract	
  law	
  to	
  a	
  doctor	
  who

purchased	
  assets	
  of	
  a	
  fertility	
  clinic,	
  including	
  a	
  stock	
  of	
  cryopreserved	
  sperm,	
  after	
  almost	
  two

thirds	
  of	
  straws	
  provided	
  were	
  unusable...	
  [Read	
  More]

Parents	
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  for	
  failing	
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  fatal	
  chromosomal	
  abnormality
12  November  2012  -­  by  Nishat  Hyder  

The	
  parents	
  of	
  a	
  child	
  with	
  serious	
  disabilities	
  caused	
  by	
  an	
  inherited	
  rare	
  genetic	
  condition	
  who

died	
  shortly	
  after	
  birth	
  are	
  suing	
  St	
  George's	
  Hospital,	
  London	
  for	
  failing	
  to	
  test	
  for	
  and	
  identify

the	
  condition	
  before	
  birth....	
  [Read	
  More]

Italian	
  ban	
  on	
  embryo	
  screening	
  violated	
  couple's	
  rights

03  September  2012  -­  by  Rosie  Beauchamp  

Italy	
  has	
  violated	
  the	
  rights	
  of	
  a	
  couple	
  carrying	
  cystic	
  fibrosis	
  by	
  preventing	
  them	
  from

screening	
  embryos	
  using	
  PGD,	
  the	
  European	
  Court	
  of	
  Human	
  Rights	
  (ECtHR)	
  has	
  ruled.	
  The

Strasbourg-­‐based	
  court	
  ordered	
  the	
  Italian	
  government	
  to	
  pay	
  the	
  couple	
  17,500	
  euros	
  in
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damages	
  and	
  expenses....	
  [Read	
  More]
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  -­‐	
  the	
  children	
  who	
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  for	
  being	
  born
31  October  2011  -­  by  Dr  Lux  Fatimathas  

Increasing	
  numbers	
  of	
  Israeli	
  children	
  with	
  birth	
  defects	
  are	
  suing	
  medical	
  professionals	
  for
failing	
  to	
  detect	
  abnormalities	
  and	
  allowing	
  them	
  to	
  be	
  born,	
  says	
  the	
  New	
  Scientist.	
  The
magazine	
  reports	
  that	
  such	
  is	
  the	
  Israeli	
  Government's	
  concern	
  over	
  the	
  rise	
  in	
  'wrongful	
  life'
lawsuits	
  it	
  has	
  launched	
  an	
  investigation	
  into	
  the	
  validity	
  of	
  the	
  claims....	
  [Read	
  More]
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