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' “imy sons secret fami

been dreading, “Is my dad dead?™

an you imagine knowing her mission to unite siblings borm estimated that around 36,000 this when she received an email = it's provided

you have a father, but by sperm donation. She'd used Wendy tells us. ‘T'd expected him  children have been bom following from a woman called Carla much-needed
having no idea who—or the same method to conceive her  to be curious, bu I didn’t know sperm donation in the UK alone. Lundblade, who lived three hours  support for the
where = he is? Or passing son, but when he started asking how to help him find out more A typical donor could father away in Medford, Oregon. She mums, too.
people in the street and knowing  questions about where he'd come  because of the laws protecting up to 10 children, so as well and her husband Rick had used a We chat all the
any one of them could be your from, she realised the anonymiry as potential siblings there are donor to have their son, Derrick,  time on the phone,
_ own brother or sister? she could give ‘R an asked “Is of sperm donors.  health implications. “What if eight. He was the same genetic and on Facebook,
Sperm donation has made hin something But, looking into the donor hadn't mentionsd father Luna had used, making smiles Luna.
thousands of delighted people berter than ?”] Ryan's eyes, Derrick Hunter’s half-brother. Last month,
all over the warld parents = like answers — she my dad dead “l asked Hunter, who was then  she took Hunter
Luna Jaffe, who gave birth to her  could find his ‘And, as donors might father a nine, if b wanted to meet Derrick o San Francisco
son Hunter, now 10, two years brothers and sisters. m]knwthanfmher\m)men number of children, there was and he said yes,’ says Luna, “We to meet his siblings
after divarcing her husband. The search led to Wendy had used the same donor as me, a chance that, when Ryan was got together for the first time last  Jack®, nine, and
Bur the reality is thar countless  setting up a website called The it meant Ryan had half-siblings alder, he could unknowingly start Auvgust and it was amazing how  Emily?, six, who
children will grow up knowing Donor Sibling Registry = DSR out there, As well as trying to a relationship with a sibling. We similar they were, They had the live with their
nothing abeout their genetic for short = with the sole aim of ‘trace his father, I wanted to help needed to find them.” same relaxed temperaments, and ~ mum Jane®.
brothers and sisters. “It never connecting mums who had donor  him find them, and to help other Other parents clearly shared they have the same stocky build Luna also knows of o ]
crossed my mind Hunter mi children. “When my son Ryanwas  families do the same.’ Wendy's concerns because the —even down to their big flat feet?  twin brother and sister TR CATLL LU LI ELE and her par
§  have siblings,’ Luna tells Nmars0w.  two, he asked the question 1 had In the past 20 years it's DSR took off, with this unusaal Luna had worried that the boys i Texas born to the
i Mow, one modern day fairy coffee club connecting people might not get along, but both same donar. Bur there’s posted his picture on Facebook 10 years that the Registry has
3 godmother has stepped in. ho had the same families quickly grew close. ompersmld:mﬁnd the with a caption saying, “Thank been running, more than 7,000
z Wendy Kramer has made it 1 denor reference In January {n 's dad. you for our beaatiful babies!™" people have been connected with
| [ number — meaning this year, they I m ama!ed a He’nth:nne Luna knows the donor opted siblings. Some have even met
wravelled to LA piece of their out of being contacted by the their biological fathers.
o meet the boys” ¥ lives thatis children he's fathered, but the “ feel privileged to be able to
h:lf—um»\nmc, the SIIIIII&TItIES unexplained,’ Jcids and their mums are just help people,” says Wendy. ‘Ryan
admits Luna. “We  ecstatic to have found each other.  used to look in the mirror and
ﬂm‘:mt]:llzmum,l(xrlakma have a childhood photo of him, “We will always be in each part of him remained invisible,
During the trip, the boys also which the donor service gave us,  other’s lives,” says Luna. Shesays  But since connecting with his
met their brother Tanner, 12, and we know certain things, such  she's so grateful to DSR founder  biological family = and his dad
who lives with his mum Dana as he was very tall and an athlete.  Wendy, whose own son Ryan, —he's filled in the gaps. That is
Gavin and his adopred sister Carla knows his birthday is now 19, has found six halfsisters  amazing to me.’
Cassidy, eight, in Mesa, Arizona. 1 April, so on that date she through the site. And in the
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the children got on,” smiles Luna.
“There was no awkwardness and
joked around as though i id,
mallmru h‘m’“:‘:‘—‘h ﬂﬂ':ry Over 500 sperm donors are how many families they would hn:::::: I:I-::\: :’:: ::(;::::; .
Tin constatitly amazed at the eeded annually in the UK. like to help, up to a maximum d lass of earnings up te an
similarities. They're all very L "r ear there were only 384 of 10 in the UK. But they have b ul.:‘ ximum of £250 per
about Wendy I was sporty, and Annie and Hunter “‘I'h{uc bom from denations after  no legal, financial or sosial d :::::. :‘f:p!rl’ﬂ donation.
ffe, Karla Ross, Carla Lundblade and Dana Gavin, amazed to find that are both very musical.” 1 2005 can ask for the donor's  obligations te ':)' ‘;‘":‘:::::‘ ‘ Denors in the US are paid
L"J:Jﬁ had children by the same sperm doner Hunter had eight brothers and The children meeting each identity when they reach 4 Rigarous me :" 6!11_“5 per specimen, with
et sisters.” Luna was still digesting other hasn't just beneficed them Donars €an say who they want ¥ carried out before 3 man e
3 to receive their sperm, and can donate. o
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